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Effects of American Loyalist Migration on the Development of Canada
	The American Loyalists were on the losing end of the American Revolutionary War and they were forced to leave their homes in the US which was no longer under the rulership of the British Empire. Hence, in 1783, a year that is considered fateful for Loyalists, more than 20000 American Loyalists left New York headed for Nova Scotia, which was still under the reign of the British Empire (Ranlet, 2014). Seemingly, historians have given little credit to the American Loyalists and the role that they played in the America Revolution, a factor that may be attributed to the idea that loyalism had different meanings to different individuals based on circumstance (Smith, 1968). It is imperative that the American Revolution be evaluated from a global perspective considering all the reforms that different parts of the world, including Canada, faced with that effect. Certainly, the migration of Loyalist into Canada had tremendous effects on both the political and social system thereof accounting for both positive and negative effects experienced by its inhabitants.
	One of the most obvious effects of the loyalist exodus from the US to Canada was a sudden increase in the Canadian population. With Britain having lost the thirteen colonies their supporters in the US had a pressing need to find new homes. Thus, they sort refuge in territories that were still under the British reign like Nova Scotia, including Quebec, Prince Edward Island, and New Brunswick. The loyalist arrival to the latterly named areas by ship which made the population influx in the maritime regions dramatic whereas the changes experienced in Quebec were of a rather sporadic nature. Considering the Canadian government’s unpreparedness to host the refugees, certain Canadian regions like Halifax and Saint John became severely overcrowded. Sites on which stood former churches and warehouses were used as temporary settlement areas which were also coupled with the development of tent cities. Under the latterly described conditions, some loyalist perished during the Canadian winter because of exposure to the cold and survivors were preserved by organizing shifts to keep fires burning to lessen the cold (Brown, 1977). However, experts indicate that tracking and trying to determine British’ response to the loyalists’ migration patterns expresses how Britain was expanded, restructured and renewed all its national and imperial responses (Jasanoff, 2008).
	Regardless of the difficulties that the Loyalist faced as they settled in Canada that may have also translated into negative effects on the Canadian people, as expressed above, there were advantages that came with their move to Canada. The country was covered in trees which had to be cut to provide space for settlement. However, the felled trees provided building materials to construct houses and make furniture as well as wood for fuel that was essential to keep warm during the cold winters. Similarly, the loyalist exploited the severely cold winters to serve them and the Canadian people for free deep freeze purposes to preserve the fish and game that was in abundance. The latter sustained food supply in Canada during the winter for both the loyalists and the Canadian people. The loyalists exploited the government on the latterly expressed front based on its incompetence to provide for its people which in turn repaid them with favors including tax exemptions plus the provision of seeds, clothes and medical supplies (Brown, 1977).
	Moreover, elite loyalists made major contributions to different aspects of the Canadian lifestyle including in the government, political and legal systems as well as regarding culture and religion. The latter was made possible as some of the loyalists ascended to positions of power within the Canadian government as was the case with Sir John Wentworth while others became part of the judicial system, like William Smith. A Loyalist by the name William Pitt advocated for the application of the laissez-faire principles and a policy that governed the sale of public lands in the US. The latter saw the end of the free land grants that had largely benefited the loyalists in the past. Also, loyalists were responsible for the establishment of a cultural mosaic among the Canadians which differed from the expected American way of life. Loyalists preferred to leave the French Canadians to their own matters a factor that accounted for their divided settlements. Thus, to that effect, the Roman Catholics and the Presbyterians were not forced to mingle. The idea of self-government was advocated for and social institutions, including the Church of England, was supported by loyalists offering sufficient evidence of the role loyalists played in redefining Canadian social organizations (Brown, 1977).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Additionally, loyalists’ immigration leads to the evaluation of how the British government coped with different types of immigrants. According to scholars, the British Empire proved to be a multiethnic establishment that treated all loyalists benevolently regardless of their backgrounds. However, it was evident that the rights of inhabitants of Britain differed when compared to those of the rest of British supporters. Loyalists in Canada sort to challenge the same leading to rebellious uprisings. Unfortunately, their migration into Canada disrupted and disposed of many Canadian families, costing them both their livelihoods and homes but also diversified the population thereof (Jasanoff, 2008).
	The loyalists also influenced the creation of the Canadian 1971 Constitutional Act that introduced the free land hold policy. The latter was introduced because of the Loyalists had started a representative government in Quebec. The French way of life, in terms of religion and legal systems, was maintained even though the Loyalist population increase made the French become a minority in Canada. However, the latterly explained situation was advantageous because it allowed the French culture to survive American Imperialism. Furthermore, Loyalists encouraged the foundation of New Brunswick University. On the downside, the Loyalist existence among the Canadian people was disadvantageous because they were absorbed in politics leading to a constant struggle for power and patronage (Brown, 1977). The latterly expressed law also led to the division of the division of the former Quebec territory into two parts to increase the reach of the British government as well as facilitate further spread of Protestant believes (Jasanoff, 2008).
The British government in Canada had established the Loyalists Claim Commission whose objective was to emphasize the need for the British government to realize that it must protect both those within Britain as well as the outsiders who are British supporters. Thus, the latter was a well-organized welfare plan that allowed allocation and disbursement of pensions to loyalists in an era where such schemes were somewhat underdeveloped. It was further reinforced by Pax Britannica advocated for by Henry John, a Victorian liberal, which sort for the protection of all British government supporters regardless of the empires they belonged to or their backgrounds (Jasanoff, 2008).
	Immigration of the American loyalist into Canada led to the abolishment of the slave trade in the latterly named region. Britain had managed to end slavery in 1772 after which a similar effect was achieved in Canada by the end of the 18th Century. The British government granted both the Mohawk and black loyalists their freedom as a strategic move considering the regions of the British territory that they occupied. Regardless, the latterly expressed treatment of slaves did not trickle down to other regions because Britain practiced selective forms of the abolishment of slavery since in other territories it tolerated the same (Jasanoff, 2008).
	Loyalists arrival and settlement in Canada accounted for specific changes in the governance of the Canadian territory. The upper Canadian region restricted the discontent of the inhabitants as well as their participation in the political scene. The officials of the Britain government in Canada sought to rule a public that was both inert and content and achieved the same through minimization of taxes and maximization of the opportunities to acquire cheap land for farming. Electoral power was also limited, and the press was largely controlled to ensure that the public had no access to information that gives them a reason to rebel against the British government (Taylor, 2007). 
	In conclusion, both the American Revolution and the events thereof, including the immigration of the American Loyalist to Canada prove to be major historical events that shaped today’s societies in areas that were affected. When the Loyalist initially arrived in Canada, the inhabitants thought the same to be characterized by negative effects including loss of land and overpopulation, which were unwelcomed changes. However, the continued residence of the loyalists in Canada facilitated the improvement of government policies which saw the eradication of slave trade and betterment of living standards through tax minimization. Moreover, the loyalist influenced the establishment of both religious and cultural beliefs among the Canadians allowing them to establish a sense of identity and belonging. Even though the loyalist immigration into Canada came with its negative effects the positives thereof had a greater impact in shaping Canada both politically and socially.
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